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Course description 
 
The purpose of this seminar is to prepare students for writing BA theses and to guide them through 
the process. By working through a set of basic theoretical texts and applying their insights to the 
analysis of short literary texts and film clips, students will learn how to develop a research project, 
pose research questions, and answer them by using supporting evidence. Based on the preliminary 
reading, students will formulate their own projects related to the topic of the seminar. They will be 
encouraged to explore literary and/or cultural materials of their own choosing, provided they are 
related to the topic of the seminar. A range of project ideas is listed below. 
 
Being a man is not simply a matter of chromosomes, hormones, and reproductive organs. Men’s 
behavior, emotions, interests, aspirations, and desires are shaped by the times and places they live 
in. Boys and men step into preexisting roles prescribed by various institutions and ideologies, which 
they may conform to or resist. While neither biology nor culture fully determines what boys and men 
may become, they are forces to be reckoned with. The purpose of this seminar is to defamiliarize the 
notion of masculinity by studying the many ways in which it has been performed in American 
literature, graphic fiction, film, and popular music. We will start by asking how the masculine role is 
defined in relation to the feminine role. Then we will study hegemonic masculinity as a privilege that 
is often denied by those who feel entitled to it, before looking at masculinities that fall short of the 
hegemonic ideal because they are working-class, non-white, non-citizen, non-heterosexual, disabled, 
too young or too old. Student projects may start with such questions as: How do boys become men? 
Which emotions are they encouraged to express and which ones to suppress? How are boys and men 
enculturated into violence? How do boys and men deal with their own vulnerability? How do men 
experience same-sex desire? Why is homosexuality seen as threatening? Why do homophobia, 
misogyny, and nationalism often go hand in hand? How does the pressure on men to be autonomous 
and self-sufficient impact their lives? Why and how do men rebel? How is fatherhood problematized 
by literature and film? How is masculinity shaped in the world of sports or popular music? How has 
the American masculine ideal changed in recent decades? 
 
Grading basis 
Seminar : 

(1) contribution to class discussions based on assigned readings: 50% of module grade 
(2) Powerpoint presentation on work in progress: 50% of module grade 

 
Writing BA theses:  

(3) completed first draft of theoretical introduction (6 pages): 50% of module grade 
(4) one completed first draft of analytical chapter (6 pages): 50% of module grade 

 

 


