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Variation in meaning and structure: lexis, syntax, and corpora 

 

 

Language is by no means stable. It is marked by variation both synchronically and diachronically. During 

this seminar we will focus on a phenomenon of variation in meaning. We will work with linguistic 

approaches to the cases of ambiguity and polysemy which are visible the word or the sentence level. To be 

able to have a broader look at those cases, we will make extensive use of language corpora, as these will 

provide us with a multitude of data produced by native speakers. 

 

During the meetings in the winter semester we will: 

1/ talk about how we create meanings, how does meaning change over time, how 

  do multiple meaning arise, what factors influence meaning variation. This will 

  help you to choose the topics of your thesis and formulate your research 

  questions. 

2/ introduce usage-based and theoretical approaches to analysing the phenomena 

  of meaning variation at lexical and lexico-syntactic levels. This will provide 

  you with the usage-based and theoretical perspectives on the meaning variation 

  that will equip you with necessary background knowledge needed to complete 

  your thesis.  
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In the summer semester we will:  

3/ continue our discussions on the approaches to meaning variation adding more 

  details.  

4/ introduce basic procedures allowing you to analyse the corpus data (if you are 

  going to be using them).  

These parts of our seminar will broaden your understanding of meaning 

 variation allowing you to properly analyse the language material you will have 

 gathered and arrive at relevant and justified conclusions.  

 

This BA Seminar will be supplemented by Academic Writing course during which you will learn how to 

properly structure and compose your BA thesis. Additionally, you are also encouraged to participate in 

Language and Computers course (in the winter semester) which will provide with more usage-data-oriented 

view on language.  

 

Assessment criteria: 

- Class and individual meeting participation 

- Submission of the prats of the BA thesis according to the deadline: 

- by December, 31: research question(s), thesis outline, 

- by February, 25: complete theoretical background chapter (Chapter I) 

- by May, 1: complete methodological chapter (Chapter II) 

- by June, 1: complete BA thesis 

 

Selected (basic) literature: 

Aarts, Bas, McMahon, April (eds.). 2006. The Handbook of English Linguistics. Maiden, MA: 

 Blackwell Publishing Ltd.  

Alternberg, Begnt, Granger, Sylvaine (eds.). 2002. Lexis in Contrast: corpus-based 

 approaches. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

Geeraerts, Dirk, Cuyckens Hubert. 2007. The Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics. 

 Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Nevalainen, Terttu, et al. (eds.). 2008. The Dynamics of Linguistic Variation: Corpus 

 Evidence on English Past and Present. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins 

 Publishing Company. 

O’Keeffe, Ann, McCarthy Michael (eds.). 2010. The Routledge Handbook of Corpus 

  Linguistics. London, New York: Routledge. 
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Pustejovsky, James. 1995. The Generative Lexicon. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

Ramchand, Gililan .2008. Verb Meaning and the Lexicon: A First Phase Syntax. Cambridge: 

 Cambridge University Press. 

Reimer, Nick (ed.). 2016. The Routledge Handbook of Semantics. London, New York: 

 Routledge. 

Simpson, James (ed.). 2011. The Routledge Handbook of Applied Linguistics. London, New 

 York: Routledge. 

 

 


